Marker Text:

Architect Cass Gilbert

Omne of America’s leading architects of the early 2(kh
Century, Cass Gilbert (1859-1934) was bom in a
hoine that atood at this site. Afrer stodying at the

Mnl.s:l:]'ll.u:eﬂ:s Tnagtitute of Tﬁﬂiﬂﬂhﬁg}',
Cilbert apprenticed with prominent architecharal
firm MeKim, Mead, and White. The catcal
success of his first rn.njl::lr FHJ]J!].L bujldi:hgﬂ the
design of the 1395 Minnesota State Capirol,
catablished his national reputation. His influential
1912 Woolwaorth building, at 792 Feet, was then the
world's tallest building, caming Gilbert’s nickname of
“Father of the Modern Skysceaper.” Combining
classical designs with modern technobogy, Gilbert
also created the United States Supreme Court
bailding (1932) in Washington, D.C., an enduring
icon of American justice and democmcy. His other
schicvements inchide the Arkansas and West Virginia
eapitols, the UA. Custom House in New York, and
several buildings at Oberdin College. Gilbert served
a8 the president of the American Institute of
Architects and the Mational Academy of Diesign.
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Cass Gilbert

Skyscraper Pionecr

Coss Gilbert was bom
on Movember 20, 185%,
on the curreat site of the
law firm of Kincasd,
Taylor 8 Geyet. He was
educated at the bdassa-
chzsetis Instinate of

Technology and won a
Gold Medal, Sociery of

.'._ Auats and Sdences, in
.. 1931, He died on
AR i May 17, 1934,

SELECTED PROJECTS

190 Brogdway Chambers Building, Mew Yok Chry

1902: Essex County Courthouse, Newark, Mew Jemsey
1904: Festival Hall and Ast Building, St. Louis, Missoun
1905: Minnesota State Capitol, St Paul

19907: LA, Costoms Haoese

1908 Finney Chapel, Obeslin College, Ohio

1913: W, Woolworth Company Building, New York City
1921: Detroit Public Library

1928 Plans for George Washington Bridge, Mew Yodk
1935: 1.5, Eupreme Court Building, Washington, TnC.

Amegcn’s stately, neockssical Suprame Court Building is
dEﬂ‘HﬂEdm HL'WHt Dl'l'kl.' l.I:H! dHIH:H:EII:r. [1! HEI:II'HEI:I.

pﬁ:ﬁfnr_nt tedl= nl:g«n-.l:i.unf'ruul‘ine ancl ErCy-

Program:

Ron Warren

Seott 1. Bicke|berger
Kincaid, Taylor &
Geyer

Speakers Crana Matz
Mamagar, Downlowm
Association

County Convention &
Wisitors Bureau

Unveiling of Marker B William Geyer
Kincaid, Taylor &

Geyer

Beantiful Ohip Ron Warren

Please foin ws after the cordwiony
for refreshwents in fhe
affice of Kincwid, Tayior & Goyer.

Although Cass Gilbert's name is rarely mentioned
today, he exercised enormous influence on the de-
velopment of archilecture in the United Siates. He
is perhaps best known for his gothic skyscraper, the
Woolworth Bailding, which was the world"s tallest
building at the time. Combining modemn technolo-
gies with historic ideas, Gilbert designed numerous
public buildings, including the state capitols of
Minnesota, West Virginia and Arkansas, He was
consulting architect for the George Washington
Bridge which crosses the Hudson River in upper
Manhattan, New York City.

Cass Gilbert was highly regarded by politicians and
other luminaries of the dav. President Theodors
Roosevelt made him chairman of the Council of
Fine Aris, and President Wilson reappointed him.
Gilbert received many gold metals in the Unitad
States and Europe. The Society of Arts and Sei-
enges awarded him for inaugurating the age of sky
scrapers. He served as president of the American
Institute of Architects in 1908 and 1902, and helped
found the Architectural League of New York, serv-
ing as its president for two vears,

By the 1950s, Gilbert's name slipped into obscu-
rity. Modemism, which idealized sleek, unorna-
mented forms, became fashionable and Gilbert’s
building were offen dismissed or ridiculed. Today,
however, a new appreciation for architecture based
on historic themes has reawakened interest in the
work of Cass Gilbert.

West Virginia Capitol Building



